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 Itinerary : Days 1-6

snow, beautiful winter light and a truly dramatic setting, 
this is a great place to photograph these stunning raptors. 
A further hide offers an array of usually challenging 
small birds including Hawfinch, Tree Sparrow and 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and hopefully some snowy 
conditions will add an additional dynamic to these 
setups as well. During our trip here in 2015 we were also 
rewarded with some active and dramatic Sparrowhawk 
images too. The days in the Eagle hide in particular will be 
long but potentially very rewarding.

 

Day 6
 
Friday 19th January 
 
A final day of photography using the hides at Sliven will 
give everyone a chance to complete their portfolios before 
a 3 hour drive to the south-east corner of the country and 
the small town of Melnik. It will have been a long day so 
we will have a tasty dinner and discuss our plans for the 
next couple of days, before catching up on some sleep.

Sunday 14th January 
 
We will arrive at Sofia Airport in the early afternoon 
where our local guide Emil Enchev who we have worked 
with for ten years now, will meet us.  We then have a drive 
of approximately 3 hours to the town of Sliven situated in 
the heart of the Balkan Mountains where we will be based 
for the next 4 nights. Over a tasty dinner we will discuss 
the options and plans for our 4 days photography here. 
 

Days 2 - 5
 
Monday 15th to Thursday 18th January 
 
The hide setups at Silven will allow us to rotate around in 
permutations that we will agree on a daily basis as they are 
all 3 person in their nature. The main one, and our main 
priority here, is focused on the magnificent Golden Eagle, 
photographable in a rocky mountainous habitat that 
completely compliments its nature. With the potential of 
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 Itinerary : Days 7-9

Day 9
 
Monday 22nd January 
 
We plan an early start on our final morning to allow us 
time to visit a final site on our way back to Sofia and the 
chance to spend a couple of hours with an additional 
dramatic bird the Nutcracker, in a location that is a 
true hotspot for them and fully justifies this final early 
morning. After our session here we will make the final 
hop to Sofia Airport to catch our return flights back 
home.

Saturday 20th to Sunday 21st January 
 
The format for the next 2 days will have similar flexibility 
to ensure we maximise coverage of our main target, the 
beautiful Dalmatian Pelicans.  They will be at their vibrant 
best as the breeding season approaches, and this is the 
best time of year to photograph this stunning bird.  On 
both days we will cross the border into Greece and head 
for Lake Kerkini where there is an established resident 
population, and a stunning setting as well. We will have 
the chance for close-up portraits, wide-angle group 
shots, swimming, flying, and the chance to take to the 
water with one of the local fisherman to ensure a wide 
portfolio of images in a jam-packed couple of days. With 
some dramatic landscape opportunities on either side of 
the border we’ll have plenty to work on each day before 
returning to our hotel for a deserved evening meal and the 
chance to look at the day’s images.
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Additional info
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Things to bring  
Our accommodation is clean and comfortable with 
all bedding and towels provided. Please let me know 
if you have any special dietary requirements. In 
terms of clothing you’ll obviously need warm and 
weatherproof clothing as we’ll be working at altitude 
in potentially snowy conditions at some sites; generally 
the weather is clear, sunny and on the cooler side. The 
following are very much recommended - a good pair 
of strong waterproof walking boots, good waterproof 
over trousers (lined ones are the best as they’ll keep 
you warmer especially with a normal pair of trousers 
and some thermal leggings underneath). For the top 
half it’s very much a question of having several layers 
so you can adjust as the day unfolds - I tend to go 
for a thermal layer, fleece, down jacket and then my 
waterproof coat with a spare jumper at hand. A good 
hat, some fingerless mittens and then some warm 
waterproof gloves to go over the top (the former so 
that when you come to photograph your fingers can 
still work the camera) should round the piece off. 
 
Camera equipment  
In terms of camera kit you’ll need the full array of 
your lens kit for this trip - longest lens you have 
(300mm or 500mm would be our recommendation/
choice) and then some supplementary lenses for other 
opportunities such as a 24-70mm for wide angle 
landscapes and then maybe an intermediate zoom 
(70-200mm or 100 400mm especially) and a converter 
for increased flexibility too. You’ll get the chance to 
decide what you want/need for each session so you 
won’t be burdening yourself with it all of the time 
either. Tripods are essential for any low light level 
photography, but you will be doing plenty of hand-
held work as well.  Bring plenty of compact flash cards 
with you as well because if you get a good day you will 
take a lot of images. 
 
If you don’t have a 500mm lens it is worth exploring 
hiring one for the trip, it’s not too expensive and the 
Canon 500mm or Nikon 200-400 with converter 
are approximately £45 per day plus a 20% discount 
if booked through Natures Images. Here is a link 
to the website: http://www.theflashcentre.com/

rentaldepartment-faq-c414.html

 
Useful contact information:
My contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip is: 
 
Ellie:  07879 480143
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it 
is a minor question, I am here to help.
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