
Finnish Winter
Photographic tour with tour leader Richard Peters
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Itinerary : Days 1-4

Friday 23rd March 
 
Travel to Kussumo airport and transfer to our overnight 
base in Oulanka National Park. 
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Days 2 - 3 
 
Saturday 24th to Sunday 25th March 
 
Our priority will be hunting boreal owls especially hawk 
and pygmy owls. We will also be visiting Riisitunturi 
National Park for some spectacular landscape 
opportunities. A local stream offering great opportunities 
for fishing black-bellied dippers and feeding stations 
offering siberian jay and siberian tit are also on the 
agenda. We will look to spend spend at least one day here 
in a hide setup for golden eagle which looks great in the

snowy setting if you want to further target this species. 
This hide is excellent for black woodpecker, siberian jay 
and great spotted woodpecker too.  
 
Day 4 
 
Monday 26th March 
 
We will transfer to our base at Utajarvi. 



Itinerary : Days 5-7

Tuesday 27th to Wednesday 28th March 
 
At Utajarvi our main target for the second part of this 
trip is the spectacular courtship ritual of black grouse at a 
traditional lek. This beautiful grouse is still fairly common 
in northern Finland and we will be spending the three 
early mornings photographing the males as they perform 
their elaborate display. Snow cover will still be on the 
ground which is the perfect setting for obtaining unique 
images. Each morning is a very early start as we have to be 
in the hides before first light as the grouse turn up while 
it is still dark. Our sessions in the hides will be over by 
9.00am so we will then spend the rest of the day looking 
for great grey and hawk owls in the Oulu region. To 
photograph these boreal owls is hard to predict but by the 
time we arrive our local guides will know what is working 
well and where.
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If the owls are not around we will have the chance to 
photograph golden eagles from carefully positioned hides 
for the rest of the day. Finland is hard to predict during 
the winter and our local guides could have other options 
for us and in the past we have photographed capercaillie 
and willow grouse at short notice. We will make plans for 
each of these 3 days in this area on a nightly basis to meet 
individual priorities and preferences. Northern lights and 
stunning winter landscapes are both a possibility and an 
option too. 
 
Day 7
 
Thursday 29th March 
 
We will have one more early morning session with the 
black grouse and we will then head to Oulu airport for 
our return flight back to Helsinki for your return flight 
back to the UK.
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Please note:  
 
The very nature of wildlife in winter in a country like 
Finland means that although the overall shape of this 
itinerary is fixed what the precise opportunities and 
therefore priorities/options will be on the ground can 
only be 100% finalised when the trip itself is running. The 
priority is displaying black grouse and hunting boreal owls 
and everything will be done to achieve this but some years 
are distinctly better than others as far as overall success. 
We’ve designed the trip to be sure however that there are 
plenty of alternative options to ensure a rewarding trip 
and photographic experience with plenty of great image 
opportunities whatever happens.

Things to bring 

Our accommodation is clean and comfortable with all 
bedding and towels provided, so you simply need to bring 
yourself. Please let me know if you have any special dietary 
requirements. 
 
In terms of clothing you’ll obviously need plenty of warm 
and weatherproof clothing. The vast majority of your time 
will involve sitting in a cold hide in the early mornings 
for black grouse or standing outside waiting for the owls 
to fly towards us which will of course be on the cold side 
especially first thing in the morning. The following are very 
much recommended - a good pair of strong waterproof 
walking boots and ideally those offering some thermal 
lining or maybe even a pair of thermal overshoes such 
as those made by Neos to go over your walking boots. 
Keeping warm feet, hands and head should be your 
priorities. Good waterproof over-trousers 

Additional info



Additional info
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Things to bring  
(lined ones are best as they’ll keep you warmer 
especially with a normal pair of trousers and some 
thermal leggings underneath as well) and dependant 
on how these 2 items fit together some gaiters can 
be useful as well. For the top half it’s very much a 
question of having several layers – like a thermal type 
vest, t-shirt, thin jumper, fleece and then a waterproof 
down coat that is built for keeping out the wind chill. 
You’ll know your own cold thresholds but it really is 
a question of build it up in layers. A good hat, some 
fingerless mittens and then some warm waterproof 
gloves to go over the top (the former so that when you 
come to photograph your fingers can still work the 
camera) should round the piece off. The temperatures 
we could be working in are -25 to -15 it is also a dry 
cold so sometimes feels colder than those temperatures 
when we encounter them in the UK. 
 
Camera equipment   

In terms of camera kit you’ll need a tripod, the longest 
lens you have (300mm or 500mm + convertor would 
be my recommendation/choice) and then some 
supplementary lenses for other opportunities such as a 
24-70mm for landscapes, I would suggest a macro lens 
of some sort and then maybe an intermediate zoom 
(70-200 or 100-400) so that you don’t miss anything 
in terms of opportunity. You’ll get the chance to decide 
what you want/need each morning anyway so you 
won’t be burdening yourself with it all of the time. 
 
If you don’t have a 300mm or 500mm lens it is worth 
exploring hiring one for the trip, it’s not too expensive 
and the Canon 500mm or Nikon 200-400 with 
converter are approximately £45 per day plus a 20% 
discount if booked through Natures Images. Here is 
a link to the website: http://www.theflashcentre.com/
rental-department-faq-c414.html

During the evenings we will have a chance to critique 
and look at individuals work if you so wish so feel free 
to bring anything you’d like to share on either a laptop 
or memory pen/CD.

Useful contact information:
My contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip is:

Richard: 07740 195960

Working in this Boreal habitat in northern Finland 
during the winter is one of the most rewarding 
experiences you can have in nature - the landscape and 
wildlife is absolutely stunning at this time of the year. 
The harsh Finnish winter is at its best during the latter 
part of winter and so whatever we find it will sure to 
offer you some amazing photographic opportunities.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it 
is a minor question, I am here to help.
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