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 Itinerary : Days 1-8

throughout in order to conform fully to all local health 
and safety legislation.  
 
Driving, travelling and working from the snowmobiles 
today will be a reasonably locally focussed day and so 
after breakfast we will head out for our first excursion 
on the snowmobiles in the area immediately around 
Longyearbyen where we could find Arctic Fox, Ptarmigan 
and Reindeer. For our first day, and to help get us used to 
the snow mobiles we will have lunch in town, and head 
out shortly after lunch to continue our search for the local 
wildlife. 
 
Days 3-8 
 
Sunday 1st Friday 6th April 
 
This trip by its very nature will need to be very flexible – 
the wildlife photographic opportunities that come about 
here will be very much determined by the extremely

Friday 30th March  

We fly to Longyearbyen from our chosen destinations. We 
will check into our hotel where we will enjoy a welcome 
dinner. In the evening we will pick up the snowmobiles 
and our first evening will be spent on training and safety 
briefings to ensure we are all capable of driving as and 
when required: we will have more people than scooters so 
most will be doubled up but it makes sense that we are all 
up to speed with things (see other information for more 
details) We will also be supplied with our own suits, gloves 
and helmets, warm boots, balaclava and goggles. 
 
Day 2 
 
Saturday 31st March 
 
This trip is based around our using snowmobiles as our 
exclusive means of transport, and we will be being guided  
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Itinerary : Days 3-9
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variable conditions that will change throughout the trip 
and so we cannot follow any precise or fixed itinerary as 
such.

 
Our basic programme is to head out each day to allow 
us to search for the best and most dramatic locations for 
Arctic winter photography. Precisely where we end up 
and how long it takes to get there will very much depend 
on the weather conditions and what we find on the way 
in terms of photographic opportunities, so we will need 
to remain flexible. Our guides are experts and their local 
knowledge will be a valuable tool. We will make plans 
each morning based on the weather conditions. Our 
number one aim is to find Polar Bears in this beautiful 
winter landscape and we will be heading to some well-
known locations where Polar Bears are often seen hunting 
the breeding Ringed Seals. To get to these locations 
takes a long time so the days will be very long. We have 
a number of locations to search and will be visiting them 
throughout this trip, and our guides are totally flexible in 
terms of timings too so based on the days conditions we 

can have early starts, late finishes or a combination 
of both all in order to maximise the photographic 
opportunities and make the most of the extended sunsets 
and sunrises at this time of the year, the last few weeks 
before 24 hour daylight arrives for the summer. 
 
Day 9: 
 
Saturday 7th April 
 
Typical departure times in terms of flights from 
Longyearbyen are around 12.00 noon so we should have 
time for a leisurely final breakfast before heading to the 
airport for our onward flights. 



Other info
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Other Information:  

We’ve classified this trip at Level 5 (our highest) in 
terms of fitness rating - not because of any excessive 
hiking/climbing involved as this is optional and not a 
core part of the trip, but spending hours at a time on or 
driving a snow mobile and the challenges of working 
in a season when the weather can turn brings certain 
challenges. 
 
The weather in this area is very changeable. You should 
expect it to be between -5 to -40 degrees Celsius. 
Wind chill is another factor here so you should come 
prepared in terms of clothing, but we will send out 
a full briefing document on what to bring in plenty 
of time before the trip, but do feel free to ask about 
anything on that front. Special Suits will be provided 
and of course all the safety aspects are in place 
because the Guides we are using have many years’ 
experience in leading these special adventures, and will 
be fully qualified in terms of health, safety and legal 
requirements of travelling here. 
 
We will be travelling in a remote area, so it is also 
essential that you advise of any pre-existing medical 
conditions that require regular or on-going medication 
upon booking. This will be treated in complete 
confidence but is very much to ensure your own safety 
and comfort as well as that of the group as a whole. 
We will be very specific in terms of the cover that your 
travel/medical insurance needs to provide, and please 
also note that although we have mitigated it as much 
as we can and are covering a large part ourselves there 
is likely to be an excess of around 450 Euros for you 
should you crash/damage your snowmobile.

The trip is primarily aimed at the serious wildlife 
photographer where there will be unparalleled 
opportunities afforded for photography and which are 
not available on your usual boat based trips. We will 
have the advantage of flexibility and stealth working 
with a small group and shall take maximum advantage 
of light conditions and sightings as they occur and as 
weather conditions dictate. This is the realm of the ice 
bear king of the Arctic and to see and photograph this 
impressive predator in this wild and remote region of 

Svalbard is our ultimate aim and as we head further 
north and east our chances of fantastic opportunities 
are greatly increased. Watching a polar bear hunting 
along the ice flows of a glacier is a dream for most 
wildlife photographers and on this trip we aim to 
achieve this dream and once found we will be under no 
pressure to move on to the next location. 

The itinerary will be largely determined by the ice 
conditions at the time and we shall be monitoring this 
closely as we progress into the higher latitudes. In the 
event of our planned route not being possible due to 
the lack of ice then we shall follow an alternative route 
that will be decided at the time. It is also more than 
likely that we shall have to alter our plans from time to 
time due to the presence of polar bears in areas.

 



Additional info
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Things to bring  
Our guesthouse style accommodation in 
Longyearbyen, based on twin rooms, is clean and 
comfortable with everything provided, so you simply 
need to bring yourself, any special dietary requirements 
you may have – please let us know if there’s anything 
you can’t/won’t eat!! In terms of clothing you’ll 
obviously need plenty of warm and weatherproof 
clothing.  The vast majority of your time will involve 
sitting on a snow mobile looking and photographing 
the wildlife, which will of course be on the cold side. 
A good pair of strong waterproof boots is a must for 
this trip, good waterproof over trousers (lined ones 
are best as they’ll keep you warmer especially with a 
normal pair of trousers and some thermal leggings 
underneath). Dependant on how these 2 items fit 
together some gaiters can be useful as well.  For the 
top half it’s very much a question of having several 
layers - like a thermal type vest, t-shirt, thin jumper, 
fleece and then a waterproof coat with a spare jumper 
or two at hand as well dependent on how the day 
goes - you’ll know your own cold thresholds but it 
really is a question of build it up in layers.  A good 
goose or man made padded overcoat too. A good hat, 
some liner gloves and then some warm waterproof 
gloves to go over the top (the former so that when 
you come to photograph your fingers can still work 
the camera) should be ideal.  Liner gloves are strongly 
recommended as you can still operate your camera 
but will avoid the risk of frostbite from touching the 
exposed metal on the vehicles etc. Temperatures can 
range between minus -5 to -40.  
 
Camera equipment  
In terms of camera kit you’ll need a tripod, the 
longest lens you have (300mm or 500mm + convertor 
would be my recommendation/choice) and then 
some supplementary lenses for other opportunities 
such as a 16-35 or 24-70mm for landscapes, I would 
suggest a macro lens of some sort and then maybe an 
intermediate zoom (70-200 or 100-400) so that you 
don’t miss anything in terms of opportunity. A flash 
can be useful as well, since there is a possibility we visit 
a melt water channel of a glacier. 

We will all be able to take one backpack and a tripod 

each on the snowmobiles as a combination of spare 
seats and luggage racks will allow for this.  
 
If you don’t have a 500mm lens it is worth exploring 
hiring one for the trip, it’s not too expensive and the 
Canon 500mm or Nikon 200-400 with converter 
are approximately £45 per day plus a 25% discount 
if booked through Natures Images. Here is a link to 
the website: http://www.theflashcentre.com/rental-
department-faq-c414.html

Good storage devise or laptop is highly recommended 
too so you can back up images and also look and edit 
your work as you go along. 

Useful contact information:
My contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip is:

Danny:  07951945433 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it 
is a minor question, I am here to help.
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