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 Itinerary : Days 1-13

Our basic programme is to head as far north as the 
season’s pack ice will allow us in search of the best and 
most dramatic locations for polar bear photography. 
Precisely where we end up and how long it takes to 
get there will very much depend on the ice conditions 
and what we find on the way in terms of photographic 
opportunities: we will be looking to visit a couple of 
regular walrus haul-outs such as poolepynten, a little 
auk colony, spectacular breeding seabird cliffs such as 
Alkerfjellet, (which also offer good opportunities for 
arctic fox encounters), dramatic glaciers such as 14th July 
and Monaco which are great areas for mass gatherings 
of feeding seabirds and individuals floating on calved 
icebergs, but every trip here brings something different in 
terms of opportunity as well as conditions so we will need 
to remain flexible.  
 
There will be a few land-based excursions at some of these 
and other locations (all adhering to the very strict and 
necessary protocol in polar bear country) but these will be

Saturday 16th June 

Fly to Longyearbyen Airport, Norway (recommended 
flights for booking will be advised as soon as SAS finalise 
their schedules for 2018). 
 
We will arrive in the evening and we will board the 
Havsel to enjoy a welcome dinner and first night’s rest in 
the harbour before we set off in the morning. 
 
Days 2 - 13 
 
Sunday 17th to Friday 29th 
 
This trip by its very nature in terms of just how wildlife 
photographic opportunities come about here as well as the 
extremely variable conditions that will change throughout 
the trip cannot follow any precise or fixed itinerary as 
such.  
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Itinerary : Days 2-13
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weather and safety dependent at all times. Our priority 
though will be polar bears on ice and there will therefore 
be times when we will be on board for several days 
continuously so we can get to the right locations. We will 
also be visiting many different glaciers because at this 
time of the year there should be lots of ice which again is 
great habitat for hunting bears. Lots of other wildlife will 
also be encountered in front of these dramatic glaciers 
too.  At all times throughout our 15 days at sea, safety 
is our number one priority, so all decisions made by our 
extremely experienced captain and crew in terms of where 
and when precisely we are able to sail must be respected at 
all times and borne in mind in terms of how precisely the 
trip unfolds.  
 
On the evening of the 28th of June we arrive back at 
Longyearbyen for a last night before catching our return  
flights from Longyearbyen airport on the 29th June to our 
final destinations. 
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Other Information:  

We’ve classified this trip at Level 5 (our highest) in 
terms of fitness rating - not because of any excessive 
hiking/climbing involved as this is optional and 
not a core part of the trip, but 2 weeks of living in 
the relatively confined space of a boat, the personal 
flexibility required on board and also accessing the 
occasional zodiac excursion ashore, and the challenges 
of working in a season of 24 hour sunlight brings 
certain challenges. 
 
The Havsel is a first class boat to work in these 
Arctic waters and has full safety equipment including 
immersion suits for each passenger, lifejackets for any 
zodiac expeditions you may embark on and a highly 
experienced captain and crew. There is power on board 
for re-charging camera batteries and laptops. Please 
note though that your mobile phones won’t work here 
and there is no Wi-Fi there will be a satellite phone 
for emergency use only available on board.  
 
The weather in this area is very changeable. You should 
expect it to be no more than -15 degrees Celsius 
and more often than not around zero degrees. Wind 
chill on deck is another factor here so you should 
come prepared in terms of clothing, but we will 
send out a full briefing document on what to bring 
in plenty of time before the trip, but do feel free to 
ask about anything on that front. Sea conditions are 
unpredictable – we have experienced both rough days 
and flat calm periods on previous trips: if you do suffer 
from sea-sickness you will need to come suitably 
prepared for this.  
 
We will be travelling in a remote area, so it is also 
essential that you advise of any pre-existing medical 
conditions that require regular or on-going medication 
upon booking. This will be treated in complete 
confidence but is very much to ensure your own safety 
and comfort as well as that of the group as a whole. 
 
The trip is primarily aimed at the serious wildlife 
photographer where there will be unparralled 
opportunities afforded for photography which are 
not available on the larger expedition cruise ships. 

We will have the advantage of flexibility and stealth 
working with a small group (12 people, ten guests) 
and shall take maximum advantage of light conditions 
and sightings as they occur and as weather conditions 
dictate. This is the realm of the ice bear king of the 
Arctic and to see and photograph this impressive 
predator in this wild and remote region of Svalbard 
is our ultimate aim and as we head further north our 
chances of fantastic opportunities are greatly increased. 
Watching a polar bear hunting along the ice flows 
or resting on a floating Iceberg is a dream for most 
wildlife photographers and on this trip we aim to 
achieve this dream and once found we will be under no 
pressure to move on to the next location. Walrus are 
also top of the agenda and we will be visiting haulout 
sites and also our chances of bumping into this huge 
animal resting on Ice flows are very high. We also 
plan to undertake stops at a number of locations to 
photograph the huge seabird colonies like little auks 
and brunnick guillemots.  
 
The itinerary will be largely determined by the ice 
conditions at the time and we shall be monitoring this 
closely as we progress into the higher latitudes. In the 
event of our planned route not being possible due to 
heavy ice then we shall follow an alternative route that 
will be decided at the time. It is also more than likely 
that we shall have to alter our plans from time to time 
due to the presence of polar bears in areas that we 
planned to walk.
 
This list is just a selection of places we might head to if 
the Ice and weather conditions allow.

Alkehornet
Dramatic seabird cliffs which is also very good for 
Arctic fox and cubs, Arctic Skua and Tundra waders.

Poolepynten, Prins Karls Forland:
Poolepynten in the Forlandsundet usually holds good 
numbers of walrus. It is a major haul out for non 
-breeders containing mainly males. Scientists regularly 
monitor this colony from an observation camera 
and and nearby hut and it is an excellent site for 
photography both in the water and on land. The
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animals here are more use to a human presence than 
other sites in the archipelago.

14th July Bay, Krossfjorden:
There is a low and very accessible colony at the 
entrance to 14th July Bay with amongst other species 
breeding puffins, barnacle geese, glaucous gull and 
razorbill (rare in Svalbard). There are also great views 
of both glacier face and surrounding ice flows where 
bearded seals generally haul out and kittiwakes, 
arctic terns and black guillemots forage among the 
“growlers”.

Ytre and Indre Norskøya:
Indre Norskøya has a vast and very accessible colony 
of little auks and the snow- clad mountains offer 
a great backdrop. On Ytre Norskøya, which was 
formerly a lookout point for whalers there is a small 
but interesting seabird colony and the remains of many 
graves.

Monaco Glacier
Once we have reached this area our chances of finding 
polar bears greatly increases and we will be maximising 
our potential to great affect and hopefully we will find 
large males and also females with dependant cubs. The 
photographic opportunities are amazing in this wild 
terrain and to meet the Ice Bear will be our main aim.

Andøyane & Makeøyane, Liefdefjorden:
These 2 islands are very good for tundra and arctic 
flowers. The lakes support king eider, grey phalarope, 
red-throated diver, long-tailed duck, Brent and pink-
footed geese and many arctic terns.

Phippsøya, Sjuøyane:
There will be another opportunity to see walrus that 
often haul out on the shore near the trappers hut.

Palanderbukta:
Palanderbukta has a small walrus rookery (40+) and 

offers one of the best chances to see breeding ivory 
gulls and great chance to photograph breeding black 
guillemot.

Wahlenbergfjorden:
We shall enter the narrow yet secluded anchorage of 
Kloverbladbukta at the head of the Wahlenbergfjorden. 
There will be an option to hike to an Ivory gull 
colony. The lunar landscapes here surrounding the 
Branevatnet are stunning and offer great photographic 
opportunities. We also intend to cruise the face of the 
Etonbreen glacier. This fjord is very remote and few 
visitors to Svalbard get to see this beautiful location.

Alkejellet, Hinlopenstretet:
These Spectacular basalt cliffs hold 120k+ pairs of 
brunnichs guillemot and also kittiwakes. There is 
always a good chance of seeing an arctic fox scavenging 
under these cliffs.

Murchisonfjorden:
Fantastic chance of meeting polar bears and walrus.
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Things to bring  
Our accommodation on board the Havsel is clean and 
comfortable with most things provided, so you simply 
need to bring yourself, any special dietary requirements 
you may have – please let us know if there’s anything 
you can’t/won’t eat!! The cabins are on a twin shared 
basis and you will need to bring your own sleeping bag, 
which should be of good enough quality for maximum 
insulation. In terms of clothing you’ll obviously need 
plenty of warm and weatherproof clothing.  The vast 
majority of your time will involve sitting on the deck 
of the boat looking and photographing the wildlife, 
which will of course be on the cold side especially 
first thing in the morning or during the night. You 
don’t need serious arctic gear for this trip but the 
following are very much recommended - a good pair 
of strong waterproof walking boots, good solid pair 
of wellington boots for transferring from and to the 
zodiac, good waterproof overtrousers (lined ones 
are best as they’ll keep you warmer especially with a 
normal pair of trousers and some thermal leggings 
underneath). Dependant on how these 2 items fit 
together some gaiters can be useful as well.  For the 
top half it’s very much a question of having several 
layers - like a thermal type vest, t-shirt, thin jumper, 
fleece and then a waterproof coat with a spare jumper 
or two at hand as well dependent on how the day goes 
- you’ll know your own cold thresholds but it really is a 
question of build it up in layers.  A good goose or man 
made padded overcoat too. A good hat, some fingerless 
mittens and then some warm waterproof gloves to 
go over the top (the former so that when you come 
to photograph your fingers can still work the camera) 
should be ideal. Tempratures can range between minus 
-15 to 0.  
 
Camera equipment  
In terms of camera kit you’ll need a tripod, the longest 
lens you have (300mm or 500mm + convertor would 
be my recommendation/choice) and then some 
supplementary lenses for other opportunities such as a 
24-70mm for landscapes, I would suggest a macro lens 
of some sort and then maybe an intermediate zoom 
(70-200 or 100-400) so that you don’t miss anything in 
terms of opportunity.  You’ll get the chance to decide 

what you want/need on each sighting session anyway 
so you won’t be burdening yourself with it all of the 
time.   
 
If you dont have a 500mm lens it is worth exploring 
hiring one for the trip, its not too expensive and the 
Canon 500mm or Nikon 200-400 with converter 
are approximately £45 per day plus a 25% discount 
if booked through Natures Images. Here is a link to 
the website: http://www.theflashcentre.com/rental-
department-faq-c414.html. 
 
Good storage devise or laptop is highly recommended 
too so you can back up images and also look and edit 
your work as you go along. 
 
In the long sailing that it takes to get to our next 
location this will give us a chance to critique and look 
at individuals work if you wish so feel free to bring 
anything you’d like to share your images, either a 
laptop or memory pen/CD.

Useful contact information:
My contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip is:

Danny:  07951945433 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it 
is a minor question, I am here to help.
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