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Itinerary : Days 1-4

Thursday 1st February 
 
Leave UK on an overnight flight to Mumbai.

Day 2
Friday 2nd February 
 
We are due to arrive in Mumbai via our connecting flights 
on the morning. We will be met at the airport and be 
transferred to our nearby airport hotel for an afternoon/
evening’s rest as well as a chance to adjust our body clocks 
as we will have an early flight onwards the next day.
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 Day 3
Saturday 3rd February 
 
In the early morning we will connect with our internal 
flight to Rajkot. From the airport there it is then a 3.5 hour 
drive to our base in the Gir National Forest and we should 
arrive in time for lunch and also to allow our first game 
drive in the forest itself that afternoon. The Gir National 
Forest is the home to the only remaining population of 
asiatic lion and they number approximately 500 or so in 
number: in essence this is the only place in the world to see 
them and they will be our main focus for our time here in 
the Gujarat region. After this first taster we will return to 
our hotel base for dinner. 
 
Day 4 
 
Sunday 4th February 
 
It is an early morning start for our next encounter with the 
lions and we need to be at the park entrance for sunrise. We 
will be running the entire trip on the basis of two



people per jeep so we will have lots of space: Mark and our 
local guide will accompany the drivers in the front seats 
and rotate vehicles throughout as well to ensure you get 
maximum guidance throughout.  Along with our focus on 
lions there will be plenty of opportunities to photograph 
lots of different wildlife species here with sambar deer and 
the four-horned antelope (or chousingha as it is known 
locally) as well.  On all full days at a particular location 
we will make morning and afternoon game drives, with 
time at the accommodation for a late breakfast/early lunch 
and a rest as well as time to download our images from 
the morning session.  We rest during the middle part of 
the day as it is too hot then and the light is too harsh for 
photography. We will then be back out in the afternoon 
for our afternoon game drive which will be through until 
dusk. 
 
Day 5 
 
Monday 5th February 
 
Dependant on the final flight schedule we will have at the 
very least a final extended morning drive in Gir before

Page 2Natures Images | Secrets of the Sub-continent : 1st - 16th February 2018

returning to Rajkot and the short flight back to Mumbai 
for a brief overnight stop once again at an nearby hotel. 
 
Day 6
Tuesday 6th February 
 
An early start once again will see us on another short 
flight to Bhopal from where we will transfer to our 
hotel base at the Satpura National Park where we will 
be based for the next four nights.  After lunch we will 
head out for our first drive of many here.  Situated in the 
central highlands of India, Satpura’s impressiveness is 
driven in part by the striking terrain of the place - rugged 
mountains, water-filled ravines, mixed forests and the 
shore line of lake Tewa which borders the park all provide 
a wildlife-rich environment.  Our main targets here will 
be leopard and sloth bear although tiger, wild dogs and the 
parks healthy indian giant squirrel population will all be 
distinct possibilities as well: it’s one of those places where 
every drive can offer something totally different.

Itinerary : Days 5-6



Day 7 - 9 
 
Wednesday 7th to Friday 9th February 
 
We have three full days to really make the most of what 
Satpura has to offer and will undertake our regular pattern 
of early morning and afternoon through to dusk drives 
broken by a break in the middle of the day, to ensure we 
make the most of it photographically. 
 
Day 10 
 
Saturday 10th February 
 
A final full morning drive before heading, after lunch 
back to Bhopal for our flight up to Delhi where we will 
overnight at an airport hotel. 
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Day 11
 
Sunday 11th February 
 
An early morning flight takes us from Delhi up to the north-
eatern state of assam and its regional capital Guwahati.  From 
there it is a 4 - 5 hour car journey to the internationally 
famous Kaziranga National Park.  With luck we should get 
a short afternoon game drive in here before heading to our 
hotel and base for the next four nights. 
 
Days 12 - 14 
 
Monday 12th to Wednesday 14th February 
 
We have a further 3 full days to explore Kaziranga National 
Park, and this is very necessary as it is spread across a huge 
area with a number of different access gates and areas to drive 
in.  The park runs alongside the massive Brahmaputra river 
and is regularly flooded during the monsoon season - the 
result is a combination of verdant forests, rich grasslands 
(more dense forest-like in their height and nature too) and

Itinerary : Days 7-14



Itinerary : Days 15-16

open wetland lakes.  It is home to the greatest 
concentration of one-horned rhino to be found in Asia 
and these along with a healthy wild indian elephant 
population will be our main targets here.  Early morning 
outings are often also rewarded with families of Hillock 
Gibbon or Golden Langur in the trees too so they will be 
on our agenda along with an early morning elephant-back 
safari which gives the opportunity for some really close-up 
encounters with the rhinos in soft early morning light. 
 
Day 15 
 
Thursday 15th February 
 
After breakfast we will begin the return trip to Delhi, 
driving to Guwahati through the morning and flying back 
there in the afternoon.  We will have the opportunity for a 
final dinner and an overnight stop at the hotel. 

Day 16 
 
Friday 16th February 
 
Assuming you have chosen to stay overnight (there is 
a very late night flight option you could consider back 
to the UK as well as the more normal day-time based 
schedule) we will leave Delhi for our return flights, which 
will arrive back later the same day.
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Additional info
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Things to bring  
During the early mornings it can be cold driving 
around in an open top jeep in the Indian jungle so you 
will need some warm clothing such as a good fleece 
and even possibly a wooly hat too. Once the sun comes 
up and warms the jungle then it can be very hot so it 
is really best to dress in layers. We suggest you bring 
along with you a high factor sun cream and sun hat 
and good solid footwear are for time in the jeep. 
 
For camera support we recommend bringing an empty 
beanbag which we can look to fill as we move around 
locations and  a monopod might be useful too. 
 
You’ll need to ensure that you have the appropriate 
tourist Visa for the trip, that all your inoculations are 
up to date as recommended by your doctor and if you 
do have any medication that you need on an occasional 
or regular basis that you bring it with you: we are 
staying in a fairly isolated and remote areas.

 
Camera equipment  

Dependent on your camera body (i.e. full-frame 
or cropped) we recommend a main focal length of 
500mm or equivalent as your main set up for this 
trip.  This can be a prime lens such as a 500mm on a 
full-frame body or a 100-400mm say on a crop-sensor 
version. Add a 1.4x converter to work with them and 
you will have ideal flexibility as changing kit around in 
the vehicles at speed is not ideal.  A shorter mid-zoom 
lens and a wide-angle for any other opportunities of 
this nature is also advised. You’ll also need to take 
plenty of memory cards with you and also spare 
batteries. 
 
During the evenings we will have a chance to critique 
and look at individuals work if you so wish so feel free 
to bring anything you’d like to share on either a laptop 
or memory pen/CD.

Useful contact information:
My contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip is:

Mark:  07905 569685
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it 
is a minor question, I’m here to help.
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