
North Chile’s Coastal & Desert Wildlife
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24th February to 9th March 2019
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Itinerary : Days 1-6

Sunday 24th February 
  

Flights will leave Europe in the evening for our long 
journey to Santiago, Chile. 
 
 Day 2

Monday 25th February 
 
On arrival in Santiago in the morning we will transfer for 
a short domestic flight north to the coastal town of La 
Serena. From there we will transfer by road to the small 
fishing village of Chañaral de Aceituno which will be our 
base for the next 5 nights. After our evening meal we will 
have a well-earned nights sleep.
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Days 3 - 6 
 
Tuesday 26th February to Friday 1st March 
 
Our pattern for each of these 4 days will be essentially 
similar with morning and afternoon trips with the local 
fishermen out to sea and along the coast to photograph 
the marine wildlife that the area is rich in.  At this time 
of year significant numbers of whales are migrating 
through the area and among the species we would 
hope to be encountering during our outings are Blue, 
Humpback and Fin.  Additional cetaceans that occur in 
goods umbers here at this time of year are Bottlenose 
dolphin, Risso dolphin and Dusky dolphin.  We will 
also spend time exploring the coastline itself for birdlife 
including Humboldt penguin and Peruvian booby, as 
well as mammals including sea otter, elephant seal, fur 
seal and sealion. Each morning we will head out to see, 
returning for lunch and a short rest before heading out 
again until the end of the afternoon.



This is a small undeveloped fishing village that we are 
going to be staying in so accommodation and food will 
be simple in its nature but the huge upside of this is that 
we will likely be the only tourists undergoing the schedule 
giving a real sense of adventure and uniqueness to the 
resulting images and experiences. 
 
Day 7 
 
Saturday 2nd March 
 
After a final morning today will effectively be a full 
transfer day. We will head back to La Serena for two 
flights (via Santiago) that will take us further north to the 
town of Calama. An additional 1 and a half hour drive will 
finally get us to our base for the next 7 nights, San Pedro 
de Atacama village.
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Days 8 - 12 
 
Sunday 3rd to Thursday 7th March  
 
The Atacama desert needs no introduction – extraordinary 
landscapes made of rich coloured rock and volcanoes, salt 
lakes, clear night skies and wildlife that consists of huge 
colonies of Chilean flamingos, along with red fox, grey fox, 
vicunas and endemic rodents such as viscacha as well. This 
is amazing wilderness and we will look over the course 
of our time here to work our way through a number of 
different corners we can access from our base and as we 
acclimatise look to increase the altitudes we can explore as 
well up to potentially 5000 metres.

Itinerary : Days 7-12



Itinerary : Days 13-14

Day 13

Friday 8th March 
 
In the morning we will transfer and catch morning flights 
back to Santiago in time for our afternoon departures and 
overnight flights back to Europe. 
 
 
Day 14 
 
Saturday 9th March 
 
Arrive back in UK/Europe.
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Additional info
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Things to bring 
Our accommodation is clean and simple throughout 
with all bedding and towels provided. It is quite 
remote though so please inform us of any special 
dietary requirements you may have. We will be coming 
into autumn here so the weather has the potential to 
be quite variable so good wind and waterproof clothing 
will be required and some good walking boots. Lighter 
showerproof outer clothing will be sensible as well as 
well as good sun protection as it can be very strong 
here. 
 
Camera equipment  
In terms of camera gear then the longest lens you have 
will be needed (300mm with converter as a minimum 
really and 500mm + ideal) along with tripod. You will 
definitely want some shorter lenses for the array of 
landscape opportunities (70-200mm and 24-70mm 
say) and a set of polarising and grad filters will be good 
too if you have them and are used to working with 
them. You will need storage devices for the array of 
images you’ll build up and a laptop for viewing these 
on the evenings can be both sociable and also good for 
critiquing purposes. 
 
Useful contact information:
My contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip is: 
 
Mark:  +44 (0) 7905569685 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it 
is a minor question, I am here to help.
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