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Itinerary : Days 1-2

Monday 28th October 
 
After our long flight we will arrive at Mount Pleasant 
airfield and transfer to the harbour in Stanley and our 
home for the next 3 weeks – Pelagic Australis. We will 
enjoy an evening meal, a very thorough briefing for the 
journey ahead and final stretch our legs on the nearby 
shore and get ready for our early start the next morning!

Day 2
Sunday 27th October 
 
We propose to organise our transport to Port Stanley 
in the Falklands using the MOD service from Brize 
Norton airfield in Oxfordshire. The 18-hour flights leave 
in the evening and involve a stop (for re-fuelling and the 
chance to stretch our legs) at Ascension Island on the way. 
Although more expensive than the route via Santiago this 
is a much quicker route that runs more than the one day 
a week the alternative offers hence our choice of this as 
our way there and back: we will talk about the process for 
booking these flights with you once you have a confirmed 
place on the trip with us.
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Days 3 - 7 
 
Tuesday 29th October to Saturday 2nd November  
 
We will benefit (if that’s the word) from the prevailing 
winds behind us during our passage to South Georgia 
as we head in a generally south-westerly direction. 
Dependent on the weather itself it will take up to 4 days 
to reach the northerly tip of the island. It’s impossible 
to predict sea conditions but they will not be smooth 
throughout for sure and so we need to be prepared for 
this and the associated challenges but the rewards when 
we reach South Georgia itself will be well worth it.  On 
calmer days we would expect the boat to be followed 
by dolphins and seabirds, which will provide incidental 
photographic opportunities. This 4-day allowance is the 
maximum time it should take us though.
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Days 8 - 16
 
Sunday 3rd to Monday 11th November 
 
We will look to have a minimum of 8 very full days working 
our way in a south-easterly direction along the lee of South 
Georgia as we look to get the best shelter from the prevailing 
winds.  The weather itself will determine the amount of time 
we can actually spend ashore but when we are this is where 
the benefits of being in such a small group will really come 
to the fore.  We should all be able to land in one go, have 
maximum flexibility (subject to any access regulations in 
breeding colonies such as the Wandering Albatross at Prion 
Island) to explore where we choose and stay ashore pretty 
much from dawn to dusk should we choose, and subject only 
to our plans in terms of moving on.  We will look to keep 
this phase of the trip as flexible as possible to maximise our 
quality photography time but key locations such as Salisbury 
Plain (and its 100,000 King Penguins), St Andrews Bay, 
Gold Harbour, Right Whale Bay and its vast Elephant and 
Fur Seal colonies, King Haakon Bay, and Stromness Harbour
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Itinerary : Days 17-25

among the many options, along no doubt with some secret 
spots of Skip’s too!  Rest assured we will absolutely look to 
maximise every moment we can ashore during this phase 
of the trip and before the long journey back begins. 
 
Days 17 - 23 
 
Tuesday 12th to Monday 18th November 
 
The precise day we leave South Georgia for our return 
to Stanley in the Falklands will be determined by the 
weather and at the sole discretion of the ships captain: 
we have to work with suitable breaks in the weather to 
minimise the length of time it will take (we are into the 
prevailing winds going back) and also ensure safe passage 
too.  It could take up to 7 days for the journey as a whole 
though. 

Day 24
 
Tuesday 19th November 
 
This morning we will transfer from Stanley to the airport 
at Mount Pleasant for the long flight back to Brize 
Norton, again with a short refuelling/leg-stretching stop at 
Ascension Island.

Day 25 
 
Wednesday 20th November 
 
Arrive back at Brize Norton in UK. 
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Additional info
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Things to bring 
 
We will be based onboard the Pelagic Australis for the 
entire duration of the trip: a full kit list of what is and 
isn’t provided will be given in the build up to the trip 
so that you can shop and plan your packing accord-
ingly but key items you will need include a sleeping 
bag and ship boots (something like Muck Boots). The 
outer clothing required on deck will be provided. 

Living on board in a confined space and in potentially 
rough seas will bring certain challenges and this is 
something we can chat through individually in the 
build up to the trip and after your booking, covering 
the specific recommendations we have for making life 
as easy as possible during the transit phases and also 
being able to make the most of the photographic time 
we have.

Please note though that the ship does have satellite 
communication facilities at all time and you will be 
able to set up your own pay-as-you-go email account 
on their server to keep in basic contact with home. 

 
Camera equipment 

In terms of camera kit you’ll obviously need to pack 
and plan for as light a set of kit as you can as space 
will be the biggest challenge we face as opposed to 
weight. I consider a tripod essential, the longest lens 
you have (300mm or 500mm + convertor would be 
my recommendation/choice) and then a couple of 
supplementary lenses for other opportunities such as a 
24-70mm for landscapes and I would also suggest an 
intermediate zoom (70-200 or 100-400) so that you 
don’t miss anything in terms of opportunity and you 
will find yourself using these shorter lenses a larger 
percentage of the time than you’d think. 

A good storage device or laptop is highly 
recommended too so you can back up images as you 
go along: there is power of a basic nature onboard ship. 
Living on board in a confined space and in potentially 
rough seas will bring certain challenges and this is 
something we can chat through individually in the 
build up to the trip and after your booking, covering 

the specific recommendations we have for making life 
as easy as possible during the transit phases and also 
being able to make the most of the photographic time 
we have.
 
Useful contact information:
My contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip is:

Mark:   +44 (0) 7905 569685
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it 
is a minor question, I am here to help.  
 
It has long been a dream of ours to pull this particular 
trip together as a number of you will know: after 
many years working in the Falkland Islands now and 
developing the necessary contacts this is finally now 
possible: it may be a cliché but this truly will be a trip 
of a lifetime. 
 
The Falklands is one of the most beautiful and 
remotest places on earth and with Penguins and 
Albatrosses amongst the most beautiful birds on the 
planet to visit and photograph here in the way we are 
doing will be an amazing adventure, a trip of a lifetime 
and one we very much looking forward to sharing with 
you.
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