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Itinerary : Days 1-4

Days 3 - 4 
 
Monday 14th to Tuesday 15th January 
 
We have two full days here to concentrate on 
photographing the wildlife of the area of which the 
Geladas are our main target species.  Their routines 
are consistent every day; on waking they make 
their way up from the cliffs where they have spent 
the night to bask in early morning warmth before 
spending the day working their territories in search 
of food.  The family groups here are large and they 
are very relaxed around people and so we will be 
able to work on an array of different styles of images 
throughout the changing light conditions each day 
has to offer. In addition to the Gelada’s we will also 
look to spend some time looking for the Walia Ibex 
– another endemic species also found only in the 
Simien Mountains.

Day 1 
 
Saturday 12th January 
 
We will look to leave the UK for overnight flights to 
Addis Ababa for which precise schedules will be advised. 
 
Day 2
 
Sunday 13th January 
 
On arrival we will be met by our local guide and 
transferred to the domestic terminal for a short internal 
flight to Gondar from where we will transfer by road up 
to the Simien Mountains, the stronghold for the iconic 
gelada baboon and our base for the next 3 nights. We 
should have time to begin our photographic encounters 
with them this afternoon and evening.
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Wednesday 16th January 
 
After a final full morning of photography in the Simiens 
and with the Geladas we will return to Gondat for our 
private charter flight which will take us north to the Bale 
Mountains. Checking in at the Parks headquarters in 
Dinsho town we will get our first glimpse of the endemics 
on offer in this mountainous region as Mountain Nyala 
and Meneliks Bushbuck thrive around this check in 
location.  We will then have an hour’s drive up onto the 
4000 metre high Webb Plateau where our exclusive luxury 
tented camp is situated next to a waterfall on the Webb 
River.  We will settle in this evening and be briefed on the 
surrounding environment and the main focus for our time 
here, the Ethiopian Wolf.
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Day 5 Days 6 - 9
 
Thursday 17th to Sunday 20th January 
 
The Webb Plateau is arguably the best place to see the 
beautiful and endemic Ethiopian Wolf: it is home to 
the Ethiopian Wolf Conservation Project.  Our camp 
is situated in the heartland of these magnificent canids 
and indeed they are regularly seen passing by the camp 
to drink at the nearby river.  Exploring through a 
combination of vehicle and on foot (with horseback also 
an option) we will spend the 4 full days we have here 
working with local guides to work on photographing 
them in an array of locations and settings. The area offers 
much more besides with the already mentioned Nyala, 
Reedbuck, Bushbuck, Olive Baboon, Warthogs, Hyena 
and Jackals and an array of endemic birdlife too. The 
Ethiopian Wolf will be our main priority but we will 
certainly build a portfolio that represents what this truly 
dramatic region has to offer too.

Itinerary : Days 5-9



Monday 21st January 
 
Leaving our mountain base after breakfast we will return 
to Addis by vehicle giving us a chance to see some 
different and typical Ethiopian countryside as we head 
back to the airport in time to rest up at a local hotel for 
the end of the afternoon before transferring to the hotel 
for our overnight return flights.
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Day 10 Day 11 
 
Tuesday 22nd January 
 
Arrive home in the morning 22nd January after our 
overnight flights. 

Itinerary : Days 10-11



Additional info
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Things to bring  
  
Our accommodation is a combination of a more hotel 
like Mountain Lodge in the Simiens and a luxury 
tented camp in the Bale mountains. If you have any 
special dietary requirements we can sort that out when 
we get to camp but if there is anything very unusual in 
that respect do please let us know in advance. Bottled 
water is provided at all times in the camp. The daytime 
temperature is typically around 15 - 20 Celsius so in 
terms of clothing you’ll obviously need light-weight 
and potentially shower-proof clothing with a fleece 
and some warm outer layers for the early morn-
ing drives and evenings around the campfire as the 
temperature overnight can drop to just above freezing. 
Footwear needs to be just of the sensible outdoor vari-
ety. Sun cream, a hat, lip moisturiser and sunglasses are 
also recom¬mended, as we will be exposed to the sun 
for long peri¬ods as the vehicles have an open hatch. 
Please liaise with your doctor as to whether to bring 
malaria tablets. Insect repellent is useful as they can 
occasionally be a nuisance and other items like aspirin 
and the like are good for peace of mind. 

Camera equipment   
 
In terms of camera kit it very much depends on 
your style of photography. A lens of up to 500mm 
(as¬suming a full frame body) will suffice for 90% 
of your needs and having a converter (1.4x say) is 
always useful too. Supplementary lenses you will need 
for other opportunities, particularly environmental 
images of the Geladas are something like a 24-
70mm for wide-angle opportunities and definitely an 
intermedi¬ate zoom (70-200 or 100-400) so that you 
don’t miss the chance for some images that put subjects 
in more of a setting are also recommended. Tripods are 
not neces-sary really as they are not vehicle compatible 
but we will be doing a good deal of photography on 
foot so if you do have a heavier long lens then it may 
be a good idea to bring one. Bring plenty of compact 
flash cards with you as well because if you get a good 
drive you will take a lot of images!  
 
During the evenings we will have a chance to critique 

and look at individuals work if you so wish so feel free 
to bring anything you’d like to share on either a laptop 
or memory pen/CD. If you have any questions or 
concerns during the trip please ask, we are here to help. 
 
Useful contact information: 
 
My contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip is: 
 
Mark:  +44 (0) 7905 569685 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it 
is a minor question, I’m here to help.
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