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 Itinerary : Days 1-3

 
Sunday 2nd to Monday 3rd June 
 
For the duration of this trip we are governed by 
the weather conditions throughout so although the 
overall shape of the itinerary is determined by our 
accommodation reservations and the travelling between 
them will obviously shape things as well, the itinerary 
could change at any time and we need to be flexible to 
make the most of our photographic opportunities. Our 
main focus in this area though is the nearby location 
where we will look to work with red-throated divers and 
red-necked phalaropes. 

Days 2 - 3

Saturday 1st June 

Our flights should bring us into Keflavik airport during 
the course of the afternoon. Once we have checked out we 
will head straight to the small town of Selfoss where we 
will be staying for the 3 nights. If the weather conditions 
are good we will look at going out that evening to a 
location for some late evening photography looking for 
red throated diver, red necked phalarope and whooper 
swan. 
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Itinerary : Days 4-7
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Tuesday 4th June 
 
After a final mornings photography we will head east 
along the coast road to our base for the next 3 nights at a 
small settlement on the south of the island. There will be 
some landscape opportunities en route and after checking 
in and having an early dinner weather willing we will head 
out on our first evening to the nearby lagoon, which will 
be our main focus during our time here.

Day 4 Days 5 - 6 
 Wednesday 5th to Thursday 6th June 
 
We will again be looking for an early start as our focus 
for our time here is the stunning glacial lagoon and black 
sand beaches of Jokulslaron, and it will be at its best at the 
respective ends of the day.  As well as the stunning setting 
itself, the lagoon is home to arctic terns who will be pairing 
up at this time of year, eider ducks, common seal, snow 
bunting and possibly harlequin ducks too.  If the weather 
does allow early and late finishes then we will be sure to rest 
in the middle part of the day. 

Day 7
Friday 7th June 
 
After a final morning at Jokulsarlon we will undertake the 
long drive northwest to Lake Myvatan where we will be 
based for the next 4 nights. 



Itinerary : Days 8-12
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Saturday 8th to Monday 10th June 
 
Lake Myvatn is the mecca for birds in Iceland and we’ve 
timed the trip for the early part of the breeding season, 
which should see the most colourful plumage and the 
least amount of midges! Working from a combination of 
portable hides we’ll be setting up on a small pool area, 
bag hides at the water’s edge and low level approaches 
we’ll be targeting slavonian grebe, great northern diver, 
harlequin duck, barrows goldeneye, long-tailed duck, 
red-necked phalarope and many other similar species 
during our 5 mornings and 5 evenings of photography 
here.  There are some stunning landscape opportunities 
at nearby boiling mud pools and lava fields that 
we’ll also look to take advantage of during our stay.

 
 

Days 8 - 10
 
Tuesday 11th June 
 
After a final morning around Lake Myvatan we will 
undertake the long drive back to Keflavik for our final 
night in Iceland.

 
Day 12
 
Wednesday 12th June 
 
An early short hop to the airport for our return flights.

Day 11



Additional info
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Things to bring  
Our accommodation is clean and comfortable with 
all bedding and towels provided so you simply need 
to bring yourself, any special dietary requirements you 
may have – please let me know if there’s anything you 
can’t/won’t eat!! In terms of clothing you’ll obviously 
need plenty of warm and weatherproof clothing.  The 
vast majority of your time will involve spending time 
in the field and the weather is so unpredictable in 
Iceland and it can be cold: on our last trip here at 
this time of year we even had a heavy blizzard one 
afternoon! You won’t need serious arctic gear for this 
trip but the following are very much recommended 
- a good pair of strong waterproof walking boots and 
good waterproof over-trousers. For the top half it’s 
very much a question of having several layers – like a 
t-shirt, jumper/sweat-shirt and then a waterproof coat 
with a spare jumper or two at hand as well. You’ll know 
your own cold thresholds but it really is a question 
of building it up in layers.  A good hat and some 
fingerless mittens might also be useful. The weather 
is difficult to predict at this time of the year it could 
be cold or it could be very warm, if the latter then you 
must look into buying some sun block. We should be 
ahead of the main midge season but you may wish to 
bring some repellent and after bite cream if you are 
very susceptible to them. 
 
Camera equipment  
In terms of camera kit you’ll need the longest lens 
you have (300mm or 500mm + convertor would 
be our recommendation/choice) and then some 
supplementary lenses for other opportunities such 
as a 24-70mm for landscapes and then maybe an 
intermediate zoom (70-200 or 100-400) so that you 
don’t miss anything in terms of opportunity. You’ll 
get the chance to decide what you want/need for each 
outing anyway and we’ll never be too far from the 
vehicle so you won’t be burdening yourself with it all 
of the time. Tripods are essential. If you have them you 
might also want to consider bringing a polariser filter 
for your landscape lens and maybe an ND filter too 
as the waterfalls and lagoons can look very dramatic 
with long exposure shots in early or late low-light 
conditions too.  Bring plenty of compact flash cards 

with you as well because if we get a good day you will 
take a lot of images. 
 
During the mid-day breaks on non-travelling days we 
will have a chance to critique and look at individuals 
work if you so wish so feel free to bring anything you’d 
like to share on either a laptop or memory pen/CD. 

Useful contact information:
My contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip is: 
 
Paul:  07505 351821
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it 
is a minor question, I’m here to help.
 
This will be our sixth trip to Iceland and so we know the 
locations well and we will maximise our time at the best 
ones. It is without doubt one of the best places in the 
world for wildlife photography with stunning landscapes 
and very approachable birdlife. We are visiting some of 
the top locations that Iceland has to offer and we will 
also tap into our own knowledge that we have gained by 
working in this beautiful country. 
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