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 Itinerary : Days 1-4

excursions on to the array of lakes in the area (there are 
around 25 in just a 5-mile radius) the precise location of 
which will depend on where the birds are nesting this 
year. The boats are specially designed, so they give us a 
low perspective. We will visit many parts of the lakes to 
visit different breeding pairs, which will give us optimum 
photo opportunities. We plan to have early morning and 
late afternoon/evening sessions on each of our days here to 
work with the best of the light so there will be a chance to 
rest during the brighter middle parts of the day. 

Days 3 - 4 
 
Monday 15th to Tuesday 16th June 
 
The first part of our trip is dedicated to photographing 
the Divers on their breeding lakes. We will again go out 
early each morning and then take a break during the 
middle part of the day. We will also again head out for an 
afternoon/evening session with these beautiful birds. 

Saturday 13th June

We are due to arrive in at Minneapolis Airport from our 
chosen connecting flights. We will then transfer to our 
accommodation in the town of Annandale, Minnesota 
for our first base for this trip. Over dinner we will discuss 
what to expect over the coming days photography and 
meet our local guide Stan Tekiela who is resident in this 
part of the State. 
 

Day 2
 
Sunday 14th June 
 
It’s an early start as we then make our way for our first 
encounter with the Great Northern Divers or as they call 
them here Common Loons. We have timed this trip to 
coincide with the peak of their nesting season and during 
the middle of June the parents will be brooding this year’s 
chicks.  We will have two small boats for our daily
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Itinerary : Days 5-9
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We will make the most of the best possible light at the 
optimum times of the day. The breeding pairs will have 
young chicks at this time and so we will be photographing 
the adults feeding their young and hopefully get the 
chance to photograph them resting on their parents’ backs. 
 
Day 5
 
Wednesday 17th June 
 
This day will see us transfer to our next location for Black 
Bears and will be based in the town of Orr in northern 
Minnesota. We have secured special permits for our group 
in a sanctuary area deep in the Kabetogoma State Forest 
area which will allow us to get photographic opportunities 
of this iconic bear of these northern forests where they 
have been visiting to feed during the summer months for 
decades. We are looking to photograph mums with young 
spring cubs as well as the chance to photograph large 
males too.

Days 6 - 8 

 

Thursday 18th to Saturday 20th June 
 
Each day will follow the same pattern as we head out to 
the forests in search of Black Bears. We will look to be 
out for the full morning, have a break at lunchtime and 
then return in the afternoon and photograph through 
until sunset at approx. 8pm before enjoying a well-earned 
dinner each night. This location is one of the best for 
seeing and photographing this otherwise elusive species. 
Our main goal is to find mothers with young cubs and 
photograph the interaction between mums and cubs, 
cubs play fighting, climbing trees. We should also get the 
chance to see the large males during our stay. 
 
Day 9 
 
Sunday 21st June 
 
A reasonably early start as we shall be heading back to 
Minneapolis (about a 5-hour drive) for our afternoon/
evening return flights back to the UK. Arrive back in the 
UK on Monday 22nd June.



Additional info
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Things to bring  
Our accommodation is clean and comfortable typical 
US motel style throughout with all bedding and 
towels provided so you simply need to bring yourself. 
Please let us know if you have any special dietary 
requirements.  In terms of clothing the temperature is 
very warm at this time of the year. The vast majority of 
your time will be spent out on the boat or standing in a 
forest environment. For the top half a light waterproof 
coat will be a safe option if it rains. A good pair of 
water proof over trousers is a must too and some sturdy 
walking boots. You must look into buying some good 
mosquito repellent, most good camping stores sell 
good stuff now days and also the mosquito nets/hats 
can be very useful as well. It will be easy enough to 
buy/top up with spray while we are here too.  
 
Camera equipment  
In terms of camera kit, you’ll need the longest lens 
you have (300mm or 500mm + convertor would 
be my recommendation/choice) and then some 
supplementary lenses for other opportunities such as 
a 24-70mm for landscapes and an intermediate zoom 
(70-200 or 100-400) so that you don’t miss anything. 
You’ll get the chance to decide what you want/need 
each evening, so you won’t be burdening yourself with 
it all of the time. Tripods are essential for the Bear 
part of the trip in particular but even here they can 
and do walk right up to and around us so handheld 
shorter lens options are necessary too.  Bring plenty 
of compact flash cards with you as well because if we 
get a good day you will take a lot of images. During 
the evenings we will have a chance to critique and 
look at individuals work if you so wish so feel free to 
bring anything you’d like to share on either a laptop 
or memory pen/CD. If you have any questions or 
concerns during the trip please ask, I am here to help. 

Useful contact information:
Our contact numbers for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip are: 
 
Paul: +44 (0) 7505351821
 
Stan: 612 669 6220
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us even if you think it 
is a minor question, we’re here to help.
 

Address
4 Deer Park Drive, Newport, Shropshire TF10 7HB
Tel:  01952 411436
Email:  mark@natures-images.co.uk
Web:  www.natures-images.co.uk

Registered in England and Wales No: 6635478
Natures Images is the Trading Name of Natures Images Ltd


