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 Itinerary : Days 1-3

 Day 3
Monday 20th January 
 
Early morning start, so that we can be on site at Agamon 
Hula before the cranes start to leave their night time 
roost. We’ll return to Gonen for a late breakfast. In the 
afternoon, we may visit the nearby Ha Hula national 
nature reserve, the oldest remnant of this once great 
wetland. The papyrus swamp here is home to re-
introduced water buffalo.

Saturday 18th January 
 
Upon our arrival at Israel’s Ben Gurion airport, near Tel 
Aviv, we will drive north to the Hula Valley, which should 
take no longer than three hours. We will then check in to 
our comfortable chalet accommodation at Nofey Gonen 
kibbutz guest house. If we look like arriving too late for 
an evening meal, we will stop to eat somewhere along the 
way. 
 

Day 2
 
Sunday 19th January 
 
We’ll enjoy a leisurely breakfast at Nofey Gonen, before 
getting acquainted with the Agamon Hula nature park 
just a few minutes’ drive away. In the afternoon, we’ll 
make our first excursion in the safari wagon to view the 
cranes. Expect some close encounters!
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 Itinerary : Days 4-7

 Day 6
Thursday 23rd January 
 
Our final morning of crane photography, from the safari 
wagon. 

 Day 7
 

Friday 24th January 
 
Check out of our accommodation and drive to Ben 
Gurion airport, in time for our return flights back to the 
UK.

Tuesday 21st January 
 
Another early morning start and dawn excursion in the 
safari wagon.  Later on, we’ll make a club car tour of the 
Agamon, stopping off to photograph other wetland birds, 
and the landscape. At dusk, we’ll try to get into a good 
position to photograph the cranes gathering and flying in 
to their night time roost. 
 

Day 5
 
Wednesday 22nd January 
 
Possible visit to Gamla nature reserve, for griffon vultures. 
There’s also a good chance of seeing/photographing 
Bonelli’s eagle here. In the afternoon, we’ll be back in the 
safari wagon at Agamon Hula for more crane activity.
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Additional info
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Things to bring  
Our accommodation is clean and comfortable with 
all bedding and towels provided, so you simply need 
to bring yourself, any special dietary requirements you 
may have – please let us know if there’s anything you 
can’t/won’t eat!! The normal European 220V power 
adapters work fine in Israel. Although we’re in the 
Middle East, it can be quite cold in January, especially 
in the early morning, so please bring appropriate warm 
clothing. Rains can be expected, but seldom last too 
long, and snow isn’t unknown. As usual, layers are the 
best solution. 
 
Camera equipment  
In terms of camera kit you’ll need the longest 
lens you have (300mm or 500mm would be our 
recommendation/choice, alternatively a 200-400mm 
zoom) and then some supplementary lenses for other 
opportunities, such as a 24-70mm for landscapes, plus 
maybe an intermediate zoom (70-200mm or 100-
400mm) so that you don’t miss anything. You will need 
to bring a tripod for use in the safari wagon, and on 
location elsewhere. And it’s always a good idea to bring 
an empty bean bag with you, which can be filled with 
pulses or rice bought locally.  Please bring plenty of 
compact flash cards, because if you get a good day you 
will take a lot of images. You may also care to have a 
back-up storage system, such as a laptop or portable 
hard drive. 
 
If you don’t have a 300mm or 500mm lens it is worth 
exploring hiring one for the trip, it’s not too expensive 
and the Canon 500mm or Nikon 200-400 with 
converter are approximately £45 per day plus a 20% 
discount if booked through Nature’s Images. Here is 
a link to the website: http://www.theflashcentre.com/
rental-department-faq-c414.html  
 
In the evenings we will have a chance to critique and 
look at individuals’ work, if you wish, so feel free to 
bring anything you’d like to share your images, either a 
laptop or USB stick/CD. There is Wi-Fi connectivity 
at the hotel but only in the lobby and restaurant area, 
not in the rooms.

 

Useful contact information:
My contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip is: 
 
Chris:    +44 (0) 7719 546004
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it 
is a minor question, I’m here to help.
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