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 Itinerary : Days 1-2

your stay on Fair Isle ie. your camera gear, clothing 
and essential toiletries.  The weather conditions in the 
Shetland Isles are very unpredictable. Sea Fog is our main 
concern as the planes don’t fly out in these conditions 
but the ferry does sail and so should we have difficulties 
with our flights today we have the safety net of getting on 
the Island via boat the following morning. Be prepared 
for a potential boat journey as an alternative should it be 
necessary. Fair Isle is one of the remotest inhabited islands 
in the UK with a population of around 60 people. We will 
be met at the small landing strip and will then transfer to 
the bird observatory which will be our base for the week 
of puffin photography. After dinner we will head out to 
the puffin colony for an evening of photography.

Tuesday 25th June 
 
We plan to arrive at Sumburgh Airport on Mainland 
Shetland in the afternoon from where it is just a short 
transfer to our hotel. After dinner, weather and travel 
tiredness willing, we will stretch our legs and look for 
some first photography at a local arctic tern colony. 
 

Day 2 
 
Wednesday 26th June 
 
After breakfast we will set off to Tingwall airport for our 
island hopping flight to Fair Isle. The plane is only a small 
Island Hopper and only carries 7 people and we plan to 
take the morning flight.  There is only this one flight in 
the morning and there are weight limitations of 15kg per 
person. This weight restriction includes everything for
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Itinerary : Days 3-7
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Day 3
 

Days 4 - 7 
 
Friday 28th June to Monday 1st July 
 
The days will follow the same pattern and we will be 
visiting the various colonies that are dotted around the 
island. The main colonies that we intend to visit are within 
walking distance of our accommodation but we will have 
the option of trying a couple of other locations, which are 
slightly further afield. Fair Isle is also an excellent place 
for other subjects like great and arctic skua, wheatears 
and meadow pipits so if you do get bored with the puffins 
there are always other subjects to work with.

 
Thursday 27th June 
 
We have designed this trip to really concentrate on 
photographing puffins: we think this is one of the best 
colonies in Europe to do so. The colonies on Fair Isle 
are not huge by comparison to other locations; it is not 
the remotest colony either. It is though without doubt 
one of the finest locations in Europe to get images of 
this beautiful bird. The setting and quality of the light 
is what sets it apart allowing for morning and evening 
photography and the chance to experiment with front and 
back lighting too. We will be mainly working in the very 
early mornings or late evenings if the weather conditions 
are in our favour or throughout the day if we have cloudier 
conditions.



Itinerary : Days 8-9
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Tuesday 2nd July 
 
Our last morning on Fair Isle for the puffins and then 
we have to catch the small plane back to Tingwall on the 
Mainland: the boat is scheduled to leave today offering 
a similar contingency for our return journey. We then 
transfer back to Sumburgh Head hotel and if you still 
want to try for more shots we will either head back out to 
Sumburgh Head for another session with this charming 
bird or again visit the local arctic tern colony.  
 
 Day 9

Wednesday 3rd July 
 
We have morning or afternoon flights out of Sumburgh 
Airport back to our chosen destinations and will arrange 
transfers to the nearby airport to meet up with them 
accordingly.

Day 8

 

 
 

 



Additional info
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Things to bring  
Our accommodation is clean and comfortable with 
all bedding provided and for the accommodation on 
Fair Isle all shampoo, shower gel and hair dryers are 
provided. If you have any special dietary requirements 
please let us know so that we can pre-warn the 
observatory where we are staying. In terms of clothing 
you’ll obviously need some warm and weatherproof 
clothing. The vast majority of your time will involve 
spending time outside and on windswept cliffs. The 
weather is also unpredictable at this time of the year. 
You won’t need serious arctic gear for this trip but the 
following are very much recommended - a good pair 
of strong waterproof walking boots, good waterproof 
over trousers. For the top half it’s very much a question 
of having several layers – like a t-shirt, thin jumper, 
fleece and then a waterproof coat with a spare jumper 
or two at hand as well, you’ll know your own cold 
thresholds (but it really is a question of build it up in 
layers). A good hat and some fingerless mittens are 
recommended.  
 
There’s a boot room at the accommodation for outdoor 
footwear, so remember to bring some indoor slippers/
shoes if you prefer not to walk around indoors in socks. 
Please note the small plane makes it really difficult to 
take lots of luggage and suitcases onto Fair Isle, and 
because of size and weight restriction of 15kg per 
person, it is really important that you pack down to a 
smaller soft sided duffle bag/holdall bag for the Fair 
Isle part of the trip. This picture shows the maximum 
amount of luggage per person, consisting of a camera 
bag, duffle bag and tripod weighing a total of 15kg:

If you take a normal size bag to travel to the Shetland 
Isles then we can leave these at the Sumburgh Head 
hotel and just transfer what you need to the smaller 
duffle bag/holdall for the Fair Isle part of the trip.

The weather is difficult to predict at this time of the 
year it could be cold or it could be very warm; if the 
latter then you must look into buying some sun block. 
Midges and Mosquitos are not usually a problem 
because of the wind but on still days they can come out 
in force so it would be worth bringing some protection 
just in case. As we are flying out you might need your 
passport for identification so please don’t forget it.
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Useful contact information:
My contact number for the build up of the trip is: 
 
Ellie:  +44 (0) 7879 480143
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it is a 
minor question, I am here to help.

 
 
Address
4 Deer Park Drive, Newport, Shropshire TF10 7HB
Tel:  01952 411436
Email:  mark@natures-images.co.uk
Web:  www.natures-images.co.uk

Registered in England and Wales No: 6635478
Natures Images is the Trading Name of Natures Images Ltd

 
 

Camera equipment 

In terms of camera kit you’ll need the longest lens you 
have (300mm or 500mm would be our recommendation/
choice) and then some supplementary lenses for other 
opportunities such as a 24-70mm for wide angle 
landscapes and then maybe an intermediate zoom (70-
200mm or 100 400mm) so that you don’t miss anything in 
terms of opportunity. The best lens for flight shots would 
be a 300mm 2.8 because it is light enough to hand hold 
and has the speed for focusing too. You’ll get the chance to 
decide what you want/need for each session so you won’t 
be burdening yourself with it all of the time either. Tripods 
are essential for low light level photography. Bring plenty 
of compact flash cards with you as well because if you get 
a good day you will take a lot of images.

Power sources are good throughout the day but in the 
evenings the power goes off at around 11.00pm so you will 
need to charge up batteries during the day. 


