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 Itinerary : Days 1-2

After a well-earned American breakfast, the day will 
consist of resting for midday as the light can be harsh in 
this desert environment and then we head back to the 
reserve in the early afternoon for excursions around the 
reserve in search of roadrunners, coyote, kestrel, mule deer 
and individual geese and cranes before returning to the 
prime geese and crane locations for dusk shots as the birds 
leave their daytime feeding areas to head back to their 
favourite roosting area. The evenings give the opportunity 
for some photo critiquing, slideshows and general rest and 
recuperation.

Saturday 30th November

On arrival at Albuquerque airport we will transfer to 
Soccoro (approximately two hours drive) for overnight 
accommodation, dinner and planning the next few days’ 
photography. 
 

Day 2
 
Sunday 1st December 
 
The pattern for our time in Socorro will be broadly 
similar to ensure we maximise the potential of this 
justifiably famous location. We will be visiting Bosque 
del Apache reserve well in time for dawn to photograph 
the snow geese taking off in their thousands – very 
spectacular and colourful with scope for a variety 
of photographic interpretations. A short trip to the 
overnight roost of the sandhill cranes provides a similar 
take-off opportunity. 
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Itinerary : Days 3-8
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Monday 2nd to Friday 6th December  
 
We will follow the same pattern throughout the trip and 
work on images and at locations that we feel will benefit 
from more time and focus. The spectacular blast off by 
the snow geese is one of nature’s finest events but it can 
be tricky in capturing this spectacle in a still image so we 
will give it plenty of goes throughout our stay: there are 
lots of different approaches to capturing it too so we want 
as may opportunities to try them out as well. We could 
even change tack on some mornings and just concentrate 
on the sandhill cranes as they get ready to leave their 
roost, hopefully with some evocative mist hanging around. 
There are so many different styles and approaches to 
photographing here that although we are focussing on two 
main species , every day will offer different opportunities 
and the chance to push your creativity as well with plenty 
of help and encouragement from us too!

Days 3 - 7 Day 8
 
Saturday 7th December 
 
With hopefully one last dawn photo session we’ll return 
to Albuquerque for an overnight flight back to the UK 
which we will be arriving early on the following morning 
(8th December). 



Additional info
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Things to bring  
Our accommodation is clean and comfortable with 
all bedding and towels provided, so you simply need 
to bring yourself, any special dietary requirements you 
may have – please let us know if there’s anything you 
can’t/won’t eat!!  
 
Please note that whilst dry, it is potentially very cold in 
New Mexico at this time of the year (we have worked 
here when the cranes have been frozen into the lake 
overnight) and we will be out early before the sun rises 
each morning – warm clothing and footwear will be 
essential. 
 
There will be coffee making facilities at our 
accommodation so bring a flask to take with you each 
morning. In terms of clothing you’ll obviously need 
plenty of warm clothing. The vast majority of your 
time will involve standing outside and it can be below 
freezing especially first thing in the morning. You don’t 
need serious arctic gear for this trip but the following 
are very much recommended - a good pair of strong 
walking boots which offer some protection against 
the cold ground, good warm over-trousers (lined ones 
are best as they’ll keep you warmer especially with a 
normal pair of trousers and some thermal leggings 
underneath). For the top half it’s very much a question 
of having several layers - like a thermal type vest, 
t-shirt, thin jumper, fleece and then a down padded 
coat to combat the cold air, with a spare jumper or 
two at hand as well dependant on how the day goes 
- you’ll know your own cold thresholds but it really is 
a question of build it up in layers. A good hat, some 
fingerless mittens and then some warm waterproof 
gloves to go over the top (the former so that when 
you come to photograph your fingers can still work 
the camera) should be ideal. Temperatures can range 
between minus -10 to 0 degrees Celsius in the 
mornings but will generally settle at around plus 10 in 
the daytime.
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camera equipment  
In terms of camera kit you’ll need a tripod, the longest 
lens you have (300mm or 500mm + convertor would 
be my recommendation/choice) and then some 
supplementary lenses for other opportunities such as a 
24-70mm for landscapes, I would suggest a macro lens 
of some sort and then maybe an intermediate zoom 
(70-200 or 100-400) so that you don’t miss anything 
in terms of opportunity. You’ll get the chance to decide 
what you want/need each morning anyway so you 
won’t be burdening yourself with it all of the time, you 
won’t be walking at all on this trip because the birds 
feed by the side of the road and we just park the car 
and photograph from the road side.  
 
If you don’t have a 500mm lens it is worth exploring 
hiring one for the trip, it’s not too expensive and the 
Canon 500mm or Nikon 200-400 with converter 
are approximately £45 per day plus a 20% discount 
if booked through Natures Images. Here is a link to 
the website: http://www.theflashcentre.com/rental-
department-faq-c414.html 
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During the evenings we will have a chance to critique and 
look at individuals work if you so wish so feel free to bring 
anything you’d like to share on either a laptop or memory 
pen/CD.  
 
Bosque del Apache is one of the finest places in the world 
for wildlife photography and the sheer spectacle of the 
snow geese blasting off at dawn is one of the true natural 
wonders of the world. Add that with sandhill cranes, 
coyote, wintering ducks, mule deer and roadrunners you 
are certainly not short on potential subjects and images. 
This really is one of the best all round trips that we do and 
Bosque will stay in memory for a lifetime.

 

Useful contact information:
Our contact numbers for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip are:

Ellie:  +44 (0) 7879 480143
Richard:  +44 (0) 7740 195960
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us even if you think it is a 
minor question, we’re here to help.

 
Address
4 Deer Park Drive, Newport, Shropshire TF10 7HB
Tel:  01952 411436
Email:  mark@natures-images.co.uk
Web:  www.natures-images.co.uk
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