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Hungarian Spring Birds
19th to 25th May 2019
Photographic tour with tour leader Ellie Rothnie

Itinerary : Days 1-6

Day 1
Sunday 19th May
We are due to arrive at Budapest Airport at roughly the
same time where we will be met by our Hungarian guide.
We will then travel east to our base in the Hortobagy
National Park where we will check in for dinner over
which we can discuss what to expect over the coming days,
get an update on what precisely is working best in the last
few days and hints and plan our priorities accordingly.

Days 2-6
Monday 20th to Friday 24th May
Each morning will involve early pre-dawn starts to
ensure we are in position in any one of a variety of
hide options that we will get the chance to work from
over the coming days.
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All of these hides work on the innovative glass-fronted
approach developed here in Hungary and one which
affords an extraordinary view of what is happening in
front of you so that not only are you able to achieve some
amazing images but experience the habitat and activities
in a far more involving way.
Among the options are a tower-hide surrounded
by nesting kestrel and red-footed falcons, perfectly
positioned for front-lit, back-lit and flight/landing
images, a reed bed hide where the glass is down to
water level allowing eye-level images of egrets, pygmy
cormorant, ferruginous duck and an array of other waterbased birds, and a classic woodland infinity pool where
literally anything might turn up but with Hawfinch a key
target but sparrowhawk, nightingale, collared flycatcher
and turtle dove all just as likely any day. A pool area that
has been setup for black storks, egrets, heron (including
night herons) and spoonbills is yet another option.
Dependent on how the Spring has progressed a waterlevel hide at a classic wader scrape may still be
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Itinerary : Days 6-7

working, and we may-even have the chance via mobile
hides for early-season hoopoe, roller and bee-eater: each
year really is different here in terms of flexibility and all to
a high standard of quality too, so it’ll be tiring, absorbing
and rewarding photography.

Day 7
Saturday 25th May
Sadly after breakfast we will make the journey back to
Budapest Airport to catch our return flights back home.
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Additional info
Things to bring
Our accommodation is clean and comfortable with all
bedding and towels provided and so you simply need
to bring yourself, any special dietary requirements you
may have – please let me know if there’s anything you
can’t/won’t eat!! We will hopefully be basing ourselves
at the new Eco-Lodge in Balmazújváros that is
currently in the final stages of construction – if not
the Balmaz hotel is a very comfortable alternative. In
terms of clothing you’ll obviously need weatherproof
clothing just in case but generally the weather will
be warm and sunny but it pays to go prepared. Early
mornings and evenings can be chilly so having a couple
of jumpers or sweat-shirts to hand makes sense, along
with a good pair of strong waterproof walking boots.

Hungary has been one of the most innovative
countries in terms of hide development and this area
in the Hortobagy region has been at the heart of
this. The variety of birds, settings and photographic
opportunities to experience in just one week is truly
diverse especially at this time of year so although it
will be a tiring week there will be the chance for some
amazing images and experiences.

Camera equipment
In terms of camera kit you’ll need the longest lens
you have (300mm with converter or 500mm would
be our recommendation/choice) and then some
supplementary lenses for other opportunities such as a
24-70mm for wide-angle landscapes and then maybe
an intermediate zoom (70-200mm or 100 400mm) so
that you don’t miss anything in terms of opportunity.
You’ll get the chance to decide what you want/need
for each session so you won’t be burdening yourself
with it all of the time either. Tripods are essential for
the long lens photography in the hides, although in
the reed-bed you have the option to lie on the floor
too so could be using a beanbag as well (this will be
provided). Bring plenty of compact flash cards with
you as well because if you get a good day you will take
a lot of images.

Address

4 Deer Park Drive, Newport, Shropshire TF10 7HB

Useful contact information:

Tel:

01952 411436

My contact number for the build up to and for the
duration of the trip is:

Web:

www.natures-images.co.uk

Ellie: +44 (0) 7879 480143

Email: mark@natures-images.co.uk
Registered in England and Wales No: 6635478
Natures Images is the Trading Name of Natures Images Ltd

Please don’t hesitate to contact me even if you think it
is a minor question, I am here to help.
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