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Seabird Special

Provisional Dates: 5th - 10th May 2020

Photographic tour with tour leaders Ellie Rothnie and Richard Peters

Itinerary : Days 1-5

Day 1
Tuesday 5th May
The ferry leaves from Fishguard, Wales to Rosslare,
Ireland around lunchtime and the duration is around four
hours. We will make our way to Kilmore Quay where we
will check into our B&B accommodation and enjoy an
evening in a local restaurant.

Days 2 - 5
Wednesday 6th to Saturday 9th May
Our programme for each of the 4 days here will be very
similar and very focussed so that we can be sure of making
the most of the array of seabird photography opportunities
the island of Great Saltee has to offer. We will leave in the
morning for the island on pre-arranged boat with a

local fisherman, taking our food and refreshments for the
day with us. We will not be returning until the evening
light has gone so be prepared for a full day out when the
weather may change. A good dinner awaits us on our
return every night!
Please note that the landing on the island is a wet landing:
we will transfer from our fishing boat to a smaller craft
(Zodiac) and then need to exit this into the shallow waters
– bare foot, Wellingtons or waterproof sandals (best
option) are the options available for you, and they can
be left on the shore to switch to your more conventional
light walking boots. Great Saltee is in our opinion one of
the premier locations for photographing seabirds and we
will get the chance to photograph guillemots, razorbills,
kittiwakes, fulmars and an excellent gannet colony. There
are Puffins to be found on the island and also a small
number of Choughs as well as numerous warblers and
other small birds to be found in the isolated bushes to be
found across the island as well. By spending 4 full days
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Itinerary : Day 6

here we will have ample opportunity to work across the
various species and the numerous inlets and cliff locations
they can be found on to develop a diverse portfolio of
seabird images.

Day 6
Sunday 10th May
We will look to get the morning ferry from Rosslare back
to Fishguard and from where you will be able to make
your way home.
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Additional info
Things to bring
You will need to bring a passport or photo identification with you for the ferry connection and we would
also suggest you bring some euros too; you won’t need
a lot of euros as all your meals are included in the
price of the trip. We will have B&B accommodation
in Ireland, so all facilities will be provided, but please
note our comments on the length of stay on Saltee
Island, the wet landing and the potentially changeable
weather. It’s almost always windy too!

Useful contact information:
Our contact numbers for the build up to and for the
duration of the trip are:
Ellie: +44 (0) 7879 480143
Richard: +44 (0) 7740 195960
Please don’t hesitate to contact us even if you think it
is a minor question, we’re here to help.

Camera equipment
In terms of camera kit you’ll need a tripod, the longest
lens you have (500mm + convertor would be my
recommendation/choice) and then some supplementary lenses for other opportunities such as a 24-70mm
for landscapes, I would suggest a macro lens of some
sort and then maybe an intermediate zoom (70-200
or 100-400) so that you don’t miss anything in terms
of opportunity. A tripod is essential in my view, but I
know this is a personal thing so it’s your choice. During the evenings we will have a chance to critique and
look at individuals work if you so wish so feel free to
bring anything you’d like to share on either a laptop or
memory pen/CD. Great Saltee is without doubt one
of the best locations for seabird photography that we
know: there is nothing better in having an island to
pretty much to yourself and just spending quality time
with these beautiful birds.
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