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Itinerary : Days 1-4

Day 1 
 
Saturday 29th February 
  

A day of travelling to Tampa airport in Florida so it’ll be 
off for a well-needed first nights rest at a local motel when 
we arrive. Full flight details/recommendations will be 
advised nearer the time. 
 
 Day 2

Sunday 1st March 
 
We’ll begin our early mornings schedule with a trip to 
the coast for a first session with the variety of Egrets, 
Herons, Pelicans, Gulls and waders that we’ll become 
increasingly familiar with.  One location here allows us to 
wade in the lagoon for low level photography too! With 
a restful middle part of the day (an approach we’ll adopt 
throughout the trip as mid-day light can be harsh) we’ll
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head to a different location for silhouette shots as the sun 
sets. 
 
Day 3 
 
Monday 2nd March 
 
A second morning at Fort DeSoto before we start our 
journey south to spend an afternoon and evening with 
the extremely photogenic Burrowing Owls as they stand 
guard over their nest holes. 
 
Day 4
 
Tuesday 3rd March 
 
We’ll be spending a full day today on the rightly world 
famous Sanibel Island with the Ding Darling Reserve 
as a morning highlight (Roseate Spoonbills are a real 
highlight here if we’ve not been lucky up to this point of 
the trip) and fishing Pelicans will be our afternoon target.



Day 5 
 
Wednesday 4th March 
 
We’ll be spending a full day today on the rightly world 
famous Sanibel Island with the Ding Darling Reserve as a 
morning highlight (Roseate Spoonbills are a real highlight 
here if we’ve not been lucky up to this point of the trip) 
and fishing Pelicans will be our afternoon target. 
 
Day 6 
 
Thursday 5th March 
 
A morning at a discrete beachside lagoon offering both 
calm water reflection shots and White Ibis and Turnstones 
amongst the waders scurrying in the gentle surf before we 
head inland and an afternoon session by one of the many 
lakes that frequent central Florida and where Sandhill 
Cranes, a variety of waders and with luck hunting Snail 
Kites will be our main targets.
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Day 7 
 
Friday 6th March 
 
An early morning boat trip onto another lake where there 
are more nesting Ospreys than we’ve ever seen in one 
location: the boat will gently glide in near them and we’ll 
be able to photograph nest building, flight and landing 
shots on a truly dramatic morning.  In the afternoon we’ll 
head to a major visitor attraction that’s also home to the 
most approachable Egrets and Herons and an array of 
other water birds we’ll have had on the entire trip – head 
shots and close-up details of their magnificent displaying 
plumage will be the order of the day here. 
 

Itinerary : Days 5-7



Day 8 
 
Saturday 7th March 
 
A last morning at whichever location we most want to 
have a final crack at before heading back to Tampa airport 
for our overnight return flights.Day 9: Early morning 
arrival home.

 
 
Day 9 
 
Sunday 8th March 
 
Early morning arrival home.
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Itinerary : Days 8-9



 

Additional info
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Things to bring 
Our accommodation is clean and comfortable in a 
typical American style motel. Please let us know any 
special dietary requirements you may have though.

Please note that whilst dry and very comfortable 
temperatures it can be a bit chilly in the morning and 
a waterproof coat could also come in use. Good solid 
footwear would be useful. Sun block of around 50 
would also be sensible at this time of the year. 
 
For the beach/lagoon areas where we can wade in 
the water you might want to consider bringing some 
completely immersible shoes/footwear (beach “jelly” 
shoes or windsurfing plimsoll style) and bring a pair of 
swimming shorts too: there is one place where we have 
been in up to our waists before to get really good shots!

 
Camera equipment  
In terms of camera gear then the longest lens you have 
will be needed (300mm with converter as a minimum 
really and 500mm + ideal) along with tripod and bean 
bags to allow the flexibility you will need dependant 
on which hides we are using. You may also want some 
supplementary lenses for other opportunities such as a 
24-70mm for wide-angle landscapes and then maybe 
an intermediate zoom (70-200mm or 100-400mm). 
 
In the evenings we will have a chance to critique and 
look at individuals work if you so wish (much better 
than the telly!) so feel free to bring anything you’d like 
to share on either a laptop or memory pen/CD.

 
Useful contact information:
Our contact number for the build up to and for the 
duration of the trip are: 
 
Paul: +44 (0)7505 351821

Stan: +1 612 669 6220

 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us even if you think it 
is a minor question, we’re here to help.

Address
4 Deer Park Drive, Newport, Shropshire TF10 7HB
Tel:  01952 411436
Email:  mark@natures-images.co.uk
Web:  www.natures-images.co.uk

Registered in England and Wales No: 6635478
Natures Images is the Trading Name of Natures Images Ltd


