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Trip Overview
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_ " Along the Finnish and RUSsian Border lies an area of land as
‘ ‘ 2 ; empty and wild as it gets*in Europe. Amongst this Taiga Forest
> ' % “ roams one of Europg’s,most impressive and threatened preda-
3 ‘tors, the Brown Beg'f.fWaiting patiently in our specially designed

hides, a snap of a 5wig can be heard and'there in front of our
hide is“‘ihis magnifice?,%al only a few feet away. Large
dominéht males are an awesome sight, and this location has
some of the largest males visiting each evening. Tht‘> Bears
in Finland during the autumn are mainly nocturnd%t at this
location they still visit during the afternoon. We have timed this
trip to be at the peak of the Autumnal colours and%ese old
growth forests look spectacular at this time of the year, add the
beautiful Brown Bear to the scene and it really is a stunning mix
7 for some great photography.‘ Other predators can visit the hides
“ " at this time of the year ahd in the past, we have seen Wolver-
ine and Wolves too. Red Squirrels and forest birds@euld offer
a rewarding daytime option and we have the opportunity for a
couple of early morning Black Grouse photography sessions
at an A_utumnal Lek. The Autumn colours are at their peak and
there_fa_re some nice landscapes in{hg vicinity of our base and
at this time of the year we cduld have the chance of witnessing
the Northern Lights. All in all,'this is a jam packed few days of
~photography that thgse northern forests can deliver at this time
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Days 3 — 5: Each afternoon follows the same routine and after
lunch we transfer to our chosen hide for the Bear photography
session. We must be in the hides by 2.00pm so by now we will be
well into our routine. You will spend 4 afternoons in each of the
hides so giving you a varied portfolio. You can have a couple of
hours with the bird feeding station if you want it is your choice in
the mornings after breakfast. If the weather conditions are favour-
able, we will have the opportunity of visiting an Autumnal Black
grguse Iek this session is an early morning start. We must split
‘the group to be able to accommodate us and will make plans for
-ihis once we a"’r‘e there. We can also have image review each day.

- 2

‘ Da G‘After breakfast we will be returnlng to Oulu alrport for our
e .~; fhghts home e .
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Things to bring

V|ded

dietary requirements that are not mg you vl

iously need plenty of warm and fcIchlng Most of ime WI
in the hides, but the weather is ble in Northern Finland at thi t|me
of the yZ d it could be cold. need serious arctic gear for this trip,

but Lhe following are very much recommended - a good pair of%@ng waterproof
‘ooots or even better a good pair of wellington b‘)ts as it can be bog":wa'llkmg

hides, especially & nd the lake and to the Black grouse hides, good ' 1

waterproof over-trc s. Fo op half it's very much a question of having

several layer <e a thermal type of vest, t-shirt, thin jum i and then a .
‘ ) 12 barejumper or 2 at hand as ur own
ds, but it really is a question of building it up in layers. A good hat
gerless mittens/gloves are ideal. I would take a thermos%ask fortea/
can fill up at th and you may want to tak chocolate bars
o.nibble on whilst ir jes. Once are in the hides there is no

a'sm all chemic et. The we&her is

old, or it‘: Id still be warm,

dandso { nus inves
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Camera equipment

o

In terms of camera kit, you'll need the longest lens you have (300mm
or 500mm + convertor would be.my re_commendatlon/chome) and then
some supplementary lenses for other ‘opportunities such as a 24-70mm
for landscapes and an intermediate zoom (70-200 or 100-400) so that
you don’t miss anything. You'll get the chance to decide what you want/
need each evening, so ‘you won't be burdening yourself with it all the
time either but the daStances to the hides are not far. Regarding camera
_ support tripods are not ldeal in the hides because of the space they
take up but there are sUperb devices to attach your tripod head to the

shelf, so make sure yod can detach your tripod head if you want to use
i these. Tripods though do come in handy if you want to work on the

A small bird feeding station or at this time of the year you can see the
e northern lights. Bring plf nty of memory cards with you as well because
i if you get a good evening, you will take a lot of images.

In many hides the bears"can come very close, so a 70-200mm range
zoom would be very useful. A wide-angle lens can also be used in a
couple of setups, so altht)ugh the least used type of lens, there is a
potential in a coupleiof the smaller hides. For longer lenses, depending
on the hide setting and tt e type of image you would like, anything from
a 300mm to 500mm + convertor will work for longer reach. A 100-

400 type lens would cové a lot of bases but please keep in mind, the

; T woodland hides can ge ot dark very quickly, so slower, variable aperture
Ienses will struggle r‘e Fompaned to faster 2.8 or f4 lenses. A gimbal
s X . for' yduf Ionger Iense w1|§be.dséful The hides all have the larger 3/8

¢ % slzrew ‘{hneads y the ; "rlﬁd are not required. You can screw your
' heads siralght to the ‘Er *'fhﬁ hide. .Smaller threaded tripod heads,
.fbr smaller Ienses wHI.’ﬂ it thQ scre’w mounts available. If you have
“a second body,'lhls will-b .useful to avoid-pulling lenses in and out of

Iarde openings if bears/wol\/es are around That way you can have one

( L Iarger Iens on a gimbal polntlng out:one opening-and a smaller m|d-

\ range zoom ona second body re'ady;l'o go ¢

t.of ther. .
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Useful Contact Information
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