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Trip Overview

he weather will be very cold w O1s d,
able clothing/footwear will be necessary. Most of the locations
involve short walks only, however there is a 20 — 30 minuté walk
to the Snow Monkeys which may be icy. Days are relatively
short, so not too much of the early mornings/late nights either.
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Trip Overview

We have been running trips to Japan now for many years and is without doubt

one of the most evocative and fascinating locations for winter wildlife photogra-

phy. This beautiful country has so much to offer the wildlife photographer from the

iconic Snow Monkeys which warm themselves in thermal pools to the graceful

courtship display of the Red-Crowned Cranes, one of the most beautiful members ;
of the crane family. \ &

As well as spending several days with each of these iconic national species we
will work with the equally dramatic Whooper Swans set in a beautiful winter won-
derland landscape and travel by boat into the floating pack ice looking for Steller’s
and White-tailed Eagles at sunrise. With stunning winter vistas throughout, and
other opportunities including Red Fox and Sika Deer, this trip promises to be truly
memorable. We have maximised our time at each location giving us plenty of

' 0 really I ! m each as they all offer

Natures Images | Japanese Winter : 8th - 21st February 2027

Page 3



Itinerary

Day 1: It's a day of travelling as it's a long overnight flight from London
to Tokyo. We will be in touch with the flight recommendations.

Day 2: Arrive in Japan and then transfer by coach to the mountain

village of Yudanaka near to Nagano which will be our base for the next

three nights. We will stop for a light snack lunch on the way and then

have an afternoon at leisure to give us a chance to re-adjust our body
¥ clocks given the big-time differences.

. > Days 3 & 4: The Japanese Alps near to Nagano is famous for the

. _ opportunity to photograph the beautiful snow monkeys. The Japanese
’,g\ macaque is a species native to northern Japan, and is the most north-
ern-living non-human primate, surviving winter temperatures of below
-15°C. The Japanese macaques at Jigokudani hot springs in Nagano
have become notable for their winter visits to the spa. The monkeys
spend the day relaxing in the thermal pools to combat the intense cold
of the mountains. We will spend two full days capturing this unique
behaviour and try to photograph the monkeys with an array of different
lenses from wide angles to long telephotos.

Day 5: We’'ll have a final morning with the snow monkeys again today
at Jigokudani and then in the early afternoon we will head back to Tokyo
for an overnight stay at a hotel near to Haneda Airport.

Day 6: We will board an early morning flight to the northern Japanese

. Island of Hokkaido. Hokkaido is the second largest, northernmost, and
"} least developed of Japan’s four main islands. Its weather is harsh in
winter with lots of snowfall and below zero temperatures. We will be
spending the next 9 days exploring this beautiful island and visiting key
locations photographing some of the iconic wildlife that can be found
here. Our first photography will be at the Akan crane centre, and we will
be visiting the centre for an afternoon session of photography en-route
to our hotel base.
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Itinerary
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Itinerary
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Itinerary

Day 13: We will have
before we then tr:
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Things to bring

e hotels on Hokkaido there will only

| | | C ese pailhs y O

apanese-speaking guide throughout the trip. Food |h&gg__6 na ely Japanese
cuisine but in a few of our hotels there may be estern-style option. If you do have*_

concerns on the diet, then please consider bringing m te your own - -

- as the opthgs available en-route will be very limited. You might also want to ¢

bringing a fhermos to fill up with coffee or tea in ipe_mornln.g.lﬁhn‘*
L .

P In terms of clothing, you’ll obviously need plenty of warm and weatherproof clothing
”~ 'ﬁa‘t can and will be very cold. The following are very much
pair of strong waterproof walking boots and ideally tho
You will also need a pair of Ya.k.kaﬁs to att attach'for th
monkeys as it can be very icy and is a path on bare rock. Keeping warm feet, hands
and head should be your priorities. Good waterproof over trousers (lined ones are
best'as they’ll keep you warmer especially with a normal pair-of' trousers and some
thermal leggings underneath ae-well) and dependent'bn how thesqz items fit togeth- =
er some gaiters can be useful as %Il if the snow is deep. For the top half it's very

much a questlon of having several Iayers — like a thermal type of vest, t-shirt, thin

Jumper fleece and then a waterproof down coat thé‘t‘ bU|It for keeplng out the wmd ¢

eaII |s a q estu;m of build |t up gE -~ o i
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Camera equipment

-~ :
. - - O
- In terms of camera kit you’ll need a tripod, the longest lens you have

‘ b e : (500mm +ieonvertor would be our recommendation/ghoice for a full-frame
sen 3 if you have a crop body should be fine too) and then you
\ pplementary lenses for the other opportunitia&of the
Omm for landscapes and the Snow Monkeys. We would
i . : 7 o suggest an intermediate zoom (70-200mm or 100-400mm) so that you

o s ; = - dapi misqanythlng in terms of opportunity. You'll get the chance to decide
what you ‘want and need for each session, so youwon’t be burdemng
yourself with he%y eqmpment

. .0 gl -
Durlng,the evenlngs we will have some chances fo critique and look at

|hd|V|ﬂ@aIs vyork if you so W|sh,.so pl.ase feel free to bring anything you'd
i hke to shareon elther da Iaptop or |Pad
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Useful Contact Information

Our contact numbers for the build up to and for the duration of the trip are:

Ellie: +44 (0)7879 480143 Richard: +44 (0) 7740 195960

Registered in England and Wales No: ,6835_]8/ — -
Natures Images is the Tradmg,Name of Nﬁtuaes rrhages-tfq,-'
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